Birding western Angola
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Observer les oiseaux en Angola occidental. Apreés avoir été inaccessible pendant pratique-
ment trente ans A cause de la guerre civile qui a ravagé le pays suite au départ des Portugais
en 1974, cerraines parties de 'Angola occidental peuvent 4 nouveau étre visitées par des
ornithologues. Les auteurs, qui ont effectué un nombre de courtes visites entre mars 2001
et novembre 2003, présentent les sites relativement siirs et accessibles le long de I'escarpe-
ment occidental et la plaine cotiére avoisinante, notamment le Parc national de Quigama
(Province de Bengo), la zone de Gabela (Cuanza Sul), le Mont Moco (Huambo) et
Tundavala (Huila). Certe région comprend une Zone d’Endémisme d’Oiseaux qui compte
14 especes a répartition restreinte, dont 12 sont menacées, et plusieurs especes quasi-
endémiques. Parmi les premieres, les auteurs ont pu observer 12 des 14 especes, dont le
Francolin & bandes grises Francolinus griseostriatus, le Rougegorge de Gabela Sheppardia
gabela, le Cossyphe des grottes Xenocopsychus ansorges, le Nasique de Pulitzer Macrosphenus
pulirzeri, le Gobemouche de '’Angola Melaenornis brunneus. le Pririt a2 front blanc
Platysteira albifrons, le Gladiateur de Monteiro Malaconotus monteiri, le Gonolek de
I'Angola Laniarius amboimensis, et le Bagadais de Gabela Prionops gabela. Des renseigne-
ments sont également fournis sur d’autres espéces locales intéressantes, telles que le
Touraco pauline Zauraco erythrolophus, le Coliou a dos marron Colius castanotus, et le

Souimanga d'OQustalet Cinnyris oustalet.

Angola is one of Africa’s most diverse coun-
tries, with habitats ranging from the gravel
plains of the Namib, one of the world’s driest
deserts, to the rainforests of Cabinda and the

Congo Basin. As a result, it supports a wealth of i 200 km

i D. A. CONGO
birds, with a country list of ar least 9‘._0 species AR
(Dean 2000, Dean e 2l 2002). For birders the o
key artraction is the 14 range-restricted species $hesanie
that define the Western Angola Endemic Bird Hlambo *Luena
Area (Dean 2001), and several other near- ngueld S
endemics. These species have been inaccessible STUIANALS. =

go g

tor much of the last three decades due to the
protracted civil war that erupted in 1974, fol- NAMIBIA =

lowing the withdrawal of the Portuguese. Many
of these key species are restricted to fragments
of scarp and Afromontane forest scattered in
the highland area of western Angola (Hall
1960). Given the lack of recent information
concerning the status of these species, 12 of the

14 range-restricted species are listed as globally 12°s =
threatened (BirdLife Internarional 2000). TIOUNT o3+

The western highlands of Angola rise MOCO
abruptly from a narrow coastal plain, and are uambo

isolated to the east by the vast, predominantly
miombo-covered central plateau. They reach
their highest point at Mt Moco, Angola’s tallest

peak, at 2,582 m, and are characterised by spec-
tacular inselbergs. Dense woodland cloaks the
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Figure 1. Sites in western Angola described in the text.

Sites en Angola occidental présentés dans cet article.
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lower slopes of the scarp, with a mosaic of grass-
land, open woodland and forest on the higher
peaks. In addition to the many endemics, the
highland forests are of considerable biogeo-
graphic interest as they support populations of
many species otherwise restricted to the
Afromontane forests that extend along the high-
land chain from Eritrea and the Albertine Rift,
through the Eastern Arc Mountains to the
Cape. Many of the isolated Angolan popula-
tions are quite distinctive (e.g. Yellow-bellied
Waxbill Coccopygia quartinia bocagei, Bronzy
Sunbird Nectarinia kilimensis gadowi) and
future research may well prove them to be
species, boosting the area’s number of endemics.

The coastal lowlands are also well worth
birding. The coastal plain grades from desert in
the extreme south, through arid Euphorbia
scrub with dwarf baobabs, to mesic savanna and
woodland in the north. It provides an intrigu-
ing array of birds, mixing species characteristic
of the south-west arid zone with others more
typical of the West African littoral. The entire
mix is spiced-up by a few species virtually
restricted to Angola, notably Rufous-tailed
Palm Thrush Cichladusa ruficauda, White-
fronted Wattle-eye Platysteira  albifrons,
Golden-backed Bishop Euplectes aureus and
Cinderella Waxbill Estrilda thomensis, although
the wattle-eye and waxbill also occur higher up
the scarp at some sites.

The avifauna of western Angola is fairly well
documented, through extensive collections by
DrA. A. da Rosa Pinto and the British Museum
expedition led by B. P. Hall. Sadly, the golden
days (for ornithology) of the 1950s and 1960s
ended abruptly in 1974, when civil war effec-
tively curtailed further exploration. BirdLife
International made a valiant effort to assess the
state of the escarpment forests and to com-
mence a conservation programme during the
1992 ceasefire, but were thwarted by the larter’s
short duration. Much of our knowledge of the
avifauna, based largely on specimen data, has
been recently summarised (Dean 2000).
However, the death of the UNITA leader, Jonas
Savimbi, in February 2002 resulted in a more
lasting peace, once again permitting advenrtur-
ous birders access to at least parts of Angola.

In this article, we describe birding at sites
known to be relatively safe and accessible along

the western scarp and adjacent coastal plain
(Fig. 1). The information is based on a series of
short visits to Kissama National Park, Bengo
Province (IS in March 2001, May 2002, RC in
November 2003), the Gabela area of Cuanza
Sul (IS and PR in February 2003, CS, CC and
MM in October 2003, and RC in November
2003), Mt Moco in Huambo Province (RC in
November 2003) and Tundavala in Huila
Province (RC in October 2003).

Captions to plates on pages 154 & 155

Figure 1. Lagoon at Rio Longa Lodge, Angola (Claire
Spottiswoode) / Lagune prés du Rio Longa Lodge,
Angola (Claire Spottiswoode)

Figure 2. Highlands around Conda, Angola (Claire
Spottiswoode) / Zone de haute altitude aux environs de
Conda, Angola (Claire Spottiswoode)

Figure 3. Angola Cave Chat Xenocopsychus ansorgei
habitat, Mount Njelo, Angola (Claire Spottiswoode)
Habitat du Cossyphe des grottes Xenocopsychus ansorges,
Mont Njelo, Angola (Claire Spottiswoode)

Figure 4. Angola Cave Chat / Cassyphe des grortes
Xenocopsychus ansorgei, Angola (Claire Spotriswoode)
Figures 5-6. Kumbira Forest, Angola (Claire
Spottiswoode) / Forét de Kumbira, Angola (Claire
Spottiswoode)

Figure 7. Pulitzer's Longbill Macresphenus pulitzeri, near
Bango, west of Seles, Angola (Claire Spottiswoode)
Nasique de Pulitzer Macrosphenus pulirzers, prés de
Bango, 2 'ouest de Seles, Angola (Claire Spottiswoode)
Figure 8. Forest Scrub Robin / Agrobate du Ghana
Cercotrichas leucosticra, Kumbira Forest, Angola (Claire
Spottiswoode)

Figure 9. Falkenstein's Greenbul / Bulbul de Falkenstein
Chlorocichla falkensteini, Kumbira Forest, Angola (Claire
Spottiswoode)

Figure 10. Brown-chested Alethe / Alethe 4 poirrine
brune Alethe poliocephala, Kumbira Forest, Angola
(Claire Spottiswoode)

Figure 11. Angola Slaty Flycatcher / Gobemouche de
I'Angola Melzenornis brunneus, Angola (Claire
Spottiswoode)

Figure 12. Red-backed Mousebird / Coliou 4 dos marron
Colius castanorus, Angola (Claire Spottiswoode)

Figure 13. Monteiro’s Bush-shrike / Gladiateur de
Monteiro Malaconotus monteiri, Angola (Callan Cohen)

Birding western Angola: Sinclair et al

Bull ABC Vol 11 No 2 (2004) - 153



154 = Bull ABC Vol 11 No 2 (2004) Birding western Angola: Sinclair et al






